Treatment of a granuloma caused by Halicephalobus gingivalis in a horse.
A 12-year-old Arabian gelding with a granuloma caused by the nematode Halicephalobus gingivalis caudal and dorsal to the left orbit was examined. There was no evidence of dissemination of the nematode to the kidneys or the CNS, and the horse was treated with ivermectin (1.2 mg/kg [0.55 mg/lb] of body weight, p.o., every 2 weeks for 3 treatments). The granuloma was surgically debulked 2 days after the first dose of ivermectin. The granuloma resolved with no evidence of nematode infection after 18 months. Halicephalobus gingivalis is a ubiquitous saprophytic nematode that has been reported to infect humans and horses. The nematode may form granulomas in the integument or may disseminate to various organs with a tropism for the CNS and kidneys. Once clinical signs of CNS involvement develop, the disease is rapidly fatal.